
Turkey Run Nature 
Center 
 

Labor Day Week-end 
Friday, September 1 
OPEN 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. EDT 
9:30am Feed The Birds – Come to the Nature Center to 
put out a banquet for the birds & squirrels, and then watch to 
see who comes for breakfast. 
11am Lusk Home & Garden Tour – Meet in the 
basement of the 1841 Lusk mansion.  Cellar doors open at 
10:45am for a 1-hour guided tour. 
2pm Planetarium Star Show – Discover how easy it 
is to find the ancient constellations during a 40-min. 
interactive program. Reservations recommended.  Must be 
seated by 2pm.  Nature Center. 
5:30‐7pm The Roving Naturalist – Look for the 
naturalist in the campgrounds to see what cool stuff is in the 
Mystery Bucket of Nature & hear about upcoming programs.   
 

Local Heroes Day  
(See Separate Flier) 

Saturday, September 2 
OPEN 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. EDT 
9:30am Feed The Birds – See above listing. 
10am Fun With Soda Straws! – Come to the Nature 
Center to enjoy a 30-min. program. You won’t believe what 
you can do with straws as you create things to take back home. 
2pm  Planetarium  Star  Show  – See above. 
Reservations recommended.  Must be seated by 2pm.   
3pm Lusk Home & Garden Tour – See above. 
7:30pm The Wonders  of Weather  – Gather at the 
Campground gatehouse bathhouse lawn to make a weather 
instrument to take home. 1 hour activity.   
 

Archaeology Day 
Sunday, September 3 
OPEN 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. EDT 
9:30am Bird Banquet  – Meet at the Nature Center to 
help us feed these descendants of the dinosaurs!  
*10am‐4pm Caveman Capers – Gather in front of the 
nature center to experience the life of pre-historic man. Dust 
off those point and arrowhead collections – state 
archaeologists will be on hand to identify them for you. Learn 
spear throwing with an atlatl, discover the language of 
petroglyphs through face painting, take part in a mock dig, 
learn fire starting, basket making and flint knapping, and 
much, much more.  
7:30pm Bodies, Fur & Skin  – Only man can survive 
no matter what his environment.  Discover how other 
mammals are designed to fit their lifestyles during this 40-
minute program.  Bring blankets/chairs to the lawn near the 
campground gatehouse bathhouse. 
 

Monday, September 4 
OPEN 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. EDT 
9:30am Feed The Birds – See above listing.   
10‐11am Feel A Fur – Stop by the Nature Center to let 
your fingers explore differences among animals. 
2pm  Planetarium  Star  Show  – See above listing. 
Reservations recommended.  Must be seated by 2pm. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Park Patch Program 
Come to the Nature Center to find out how 

to earn these free patches! 
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Tuesday & Wednesday, September 5-6 
Nature Center Closed 
 

Thursday & Friday, September 7-8 
OPEN 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. EDT 
10am Feed The Birds  – Help fill feeders, cover food 
platforms with seed, then sit back & enjoy the morning!   
2pm Planetarium  Star  Show‐ See previous listing.  
Must be seated by 2. 
 

Saturday, September 9 
OPEN 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. EDT 
*10am Get InShape Indiana during a 
DNR Day Walk 
•Join us in front of the Turkey Run State Park Nature Center 
OR the Shades State Park Dell Shelter parking lot for a 2-3 
mile fitness walk, one of 33 happening throughout the state.  
Meet local government officials and DNR staff, enjoy the 
outdoors, and get fit with your fellow Hoosiers during a 
moderately rugged 2-hour walk through scenic park trails.   
•Pre-register for the walk on Governor Daniels’ interactive 
website (www.inshape.IN.gov) & download a coupon for 
FREE ADMISSION TO EITHER PARK!   
•Call 765-597-2654 for additional information. 
2pm Planetarium  Star  Show‐ See previous listing.  
Reservations recommended.  Must be seated by 2pm.  Nature 
Center. 
 

Sunday, September 10 
OPEN 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. EDT 
10am Feed The Birds – See previous listing.  
*11am Birding For Dummies – Have fun learning to 
ID birds quickly & easily. This insightful 45-minute program 
& hike is appropriate for all ages, and may inspire a lifetime of 
learning how to enjoy birds in a new way! Nature Center. 
2pm Planetarium Star Show‐ See previous listing.  
Reservations recommended. Be seated by 2pm. Nature Center. 
3pm Lusk Home & Garden Tour – Meet in the 
basement of the 1841 Lusk mansion.  Cellar doors open at 
2:50pm for a 1-hour guided tour. 
 

Monday & Thurs - Friday, Sep’t. 11 & 14-15 
OPEN 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. EDT 
10am Feed The Birds – See previous listing   
2pm Planetarium Star Show‐ See previous listing.   
 

Tuesday & Wednesday, September 12-13 
Nature Center Closed  

Programs are designed to entertain & 
enrich people of all ages.  Children under 

14 must be accompanied by an adult. 

*Healthy Parks – Healthy People: Get “INShape” with 
us, and discover what it takes to keep a state park or 
reservoir healthy.

http://www.inshape.in.gov/


Saturday, September 16 
OPEN 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. EDT 
10am Feed The Birds – Come to the Nature Center to 
put out a banquet for the birds & squirrels, and then watch to 
see who comes for breakfast. 
*10:30am Fossil Hike – Discover how rocks can talk to 
you during this moderate 1-hour hike. Meet on the Nature 
Center front porch. 
2pm Planetarium Star Show – Discover how easy it 
is to find the ancient constellations during a 40-min. 
interactive program. Reservations recommended.  Must be 
seated by 2pm.  Nature Center. 
3pm  Lusk Home & Garden  Tour – Meet in the 
basement of the 1841 Lusk mansion.  Cellar doors open at 
2:50pm for this 1-hour guided tour. 
 

Sunday, September 17 
OPEN 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. EDT 
10am Feed The Birds – See previous listing.  
10:15am  Wildlife  Window  Watch – Pick up 
feeding and ID tips, and learn all about the animals eating 
breakfast outside the Nature Center. 30 minutes. 
11am Lusk Home & Garden Tour – See above. 
2pm Planetarium Star Show ‐ See previous listing.  
Reservations recommended.  Must be seated by 2pm.   
 

Monday & Thursday, September 18 & 21 
OPEN 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. EDT 
10am Feed The Birds – See previous listing   
2pm Planetarium Star Show‐ See previous listing.   
 

Tuesday & Wednesday, September 19-20 
Nature Center Closed
 

Family Fun At Turkey Run Fall 
Camping Week-end 

Friday, September 22 
OPEN 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. EDT 
10am Feed The Birds – See previous listing   
2pm Planetarium Star Show ‐ See previous listing.   
*8pm Owl Hoot – Gather on the lawn near the camp-
ground gatehouse bathhouse to hoot with the owls.  This one-
hour firelight program & walk takes a close look at Turkey 
Run’s 3 most common hooters. 
 

Saturday, September 23 
OPEN 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. EDT 
9:30am Feed The Birds – Hurry to the Nature Center to 
help lay out a banquet for live birds & squirrels, then relax in 
our observation room to see who comes to eat.  Make your 
own feeder to take back home. 
*10am Scavenger Hunt – Pick up materials & get ready 
to have some fun, see some nature and win some prizes!  Pick 
up litter and win even MORE!!!  
*1‐3pm Campground Frolics – Gather on the 
entrance lawn to get your face painted, play Pioneer games, 
meet some snakes and turtles, and make cornhusk dolls, a 
souvenier button & GIANT bubbles. 
3‐5pm Dutch Oven Cooking – Join special guests & 
park staff to experience dutch oven cooking at its finest. Take 
a Turkey Run cookbook & try our recipes at home. 
6‐?pm Old Fashioned Hayrides – The 6 & 7 o’clock 
hayrides are FREE.  $1/person for later rides. Rides begin at 
the campground parking lot. 
8pm Campfire Program – Bring blankets & chairs to 
the campfire ring for an hour of stories, songs & howling fun! 

 
 

Camping Week-end, con’t. 
Sunday, September 24 
OPEN 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. EDT 
10‐11am A Smokey Bear Farewell – Gather on the 
gatehouse lawn for our final activity. Meet Smokey Bear, 
learn about wild fires, then dip a candle to take home & burn. 
2pm Planetarium Star Show  ‐ See previous listing.  
Reservations recommended.  Must be seated by 2pm.   
 

Monday, Thursday & Friday, Sep’t. 25 & 28-29 
OPEN 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. EDT 
Nature  Video  Days–Request a movie from our 
extensive list and we’ll show it for you on the big screen.   
Wildlife Observation Window ‐ Open all day.   
 

Tuesday & Wednesday, September 26-27 
Nature Center Closed 
 

National Public Lands Day 
Saturday, September 30 
OPEN 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. EDT 
*Turkey Run Work Day, one of hundreds 
happening across the country this morning, to 
celebrate and care for our public lands. 
9:30‐10am Registration and Equipment ‐ Meet at 
the Nature Center to choose a project and get assignments and 
equipment. 
10am‐noon Let’s Get To Work – Leave for assigned 
work areas and experience the joy of giving something back to 
your park! 
2pm Planetarium Star Show  ‐ See previous listing.  
Reservations recommended.  Must be seated by 2pm.   
 

Sunday, October 1 
OPEN 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. EDT 
10am Feed The Birds – See previous listing.  
11am Lusk Home & Garden Tour – See above. 
2pm Planetarium Star Show  ‐ See previous listing.  
Reservations recommended.  Must be seated by 2pm.   
 

Park Patch Program 
Earn FREE patches at the Nature Center! 
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STAFF: 
Gary Warmouth, Property Manager    
Chris Newcomb, Assistant Property Manager 
Steve Stockton, Assistant Property Manager 

765-597-2635 
 
Barbara Cummings, Interpretive Naturalist 
Sarah Wolf, Interpretive Naturalist 
Tom Osborn, Interpretive Naturalist 
Bridget Bogle, Interpretive Naturalist 

765-597-2654 
 

Find These Programs On-line at 
www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/interpretiveservices/

 
*Healthy Parks – Healthy People: Get “INShape” with 
us, and discover what it takes to keep a state park or 
reservoir healthy. 

http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/interpretiveservices/
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